RESOLUTION NO: 2026-59

INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS, COUNCIL MEMBER EVANS-WARREN, COUNCIL PRESIDENT HARDIN, COUNCIL MEMBER MATLOCK, COUNCIL MEMBER SCRUGGS, AND COUNCIL MEMBER SIMS

A RESOLUTION REGARDING THE REMOVAL OF APPOINTED COUNCIL MEMBER COUNCIL-AT-LARGE NORMAN BLISS ACCORDING TO THE VILLAGE OF OAKWOOD CHARTER SECTION 7.06

WHEREAS, the Village Council hereby determines that it is necessary for the Council to carry forth its duties as set by the Charter of the Village of Oakwood to commence removal proceedings against Council-At-Large Norman Bliss; and, 

WHEREAS, Norman Bliss was selected to be appointed to Council on November 13, 2025; and, 

WHEREAS, Section 7.06 of the Village of Oakwood Charter states that “the Council shall be the judge of the election and qualifications of its own members. It may expel or remove any member for gross misconduct or malfeasance or nonfeasance in or disqualification for office, or upon conviction while in office of a felony or other crime involving moral turpitude, or for a violation of his oath of office, or persistent failure to abide by the rules of Council, or absence without justifiable excuse from three (3) consecutive regular meetings of Council, provided, however, that such expulsion or removal shall be upon the concurrence of two- thirds (2/3) of the members of Council after public hearing upon the charge or charges brought; and provided further, that the accused member shall have been notified in writing of the charge or charges against him at least fifteen (15) days in advance of such public hearing; and provided further, that he or his counsel shall have been given an opportunity to be heard, present evidence, and examine witnesses appearing in support of such charge or charges. The decision of Council in expelling or removing a member of Council after compliance with this section shall be final and thereupon the office of any such removed or expelled member of Council shall be vacant; and, 

WHEREAS, Section 7.06 of the Village of Oakwood Charter was enacted on November 2, 2010; and, 

WHEREAS, according to the Village of Oakwood Charter Section 7.17 “Finances,” “except as limited by the laws of Ohio relating generally to budgets,
appropriations, deposits, expenditures, debts, bonds, contracts, and other fiscal
matters of a Municipality, or as otherwise provided in this Charter, the Council
shall have the power and authority to provide by ordinance for the exercise of
any fiscal power of the Municipality” the Village Council carries a grave responsibility to the residents of the Village of Oakwood especially given the Village’s financial instability; and, 

WHEREAS, under the Ohio Ethics Law according to the Ohio Revised Code (“ORC”) Chapter 102 and Section 2921.42, public officials and employees are strictly prohibited from using their public office for personal gain and ORC 102.03, officials cannot use their authority or influence to secure anything of value or a definite, direct benefit for themselves, their family members, or their business associates. This includes using public time, equipment, or resources for personal or political purposes; and, 

WHEREAS, violating these statutes carries significant penalties, including felony or misdemeanor criminal charges, fines, removal from office, and potential imprisonment; and, 

WHEREAS, gross misconduct, malfeasance, nonfeasance, and violations of the Oath of Office are causes for removal.


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Village of Oakwood, County of Cuyahoga, and State of Ohio that: 

SECTION 1. Council hereby directs the Clerk of Council to deliver notice to Councilman Norman Bliss of the charges listed herein as “Exhibit A.”

SECTION 2. Per Section 7.06 of the Village of Oakwood Charter Council has set a public hearing date for, August 27, 2026 at 6:00pm for Councilman Norman Bliss be given an opportunity to be heard, present evidence, and examine witnesses appearing in support of such charge or charges.	Comment by Heil, Brendan: 27th is likely the earliest you can hold the hearing and confirm that notice was properly received. 

SECTION 3. It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning and relating to the adoption of the Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting on the date indicated below, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its Committees that resulted in such formal action, were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 	Comment by Heil, Brendan: Cannot set a time limit on the hearing. 
SECTION 4. This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and welfare of the inhabitants of the Village, the reason for the emergency being that notice must be provided fifteen days prior the scheduled hearing pursuant to the Village Charter, therefore, provided it receives the two-thirds vote of all members of Council elected thereto. Said ordinance shall be in full force and effect immediately upon its adoption by this council and approval by the Mayor, otherwise from and after the earliest period allowed by law.


 

PASSED: ________________________                __________________________                                                   
                                                                                 Eloise Hardin, Council President
 
                                                                      
_______________________________       
Carol Jackson, Clerk of Council                  



_______________________________        Approved:_______________________
Presented to the Mayor


                                                                          ___________________________
	Mayor, Erica Nikolic

I, Carol Jackson, Clerk of Council of the Village of Oakwood, County of Cuyahoga and State of Ohio, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance No. 2026 -XX was duly and regularly passed by this Council at the meeting held on the ____ day of ___________________, 2026.

                                                             _______________________________       
Carol Jackson, Clerk of Council                  

                                                                              
POSTING CERTIFICATE

I, Carol Jackson, Clerk of Council of the Village of Oakwood, County of Cuyahoga and State of Ohio, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance No. 2026 - was duly posted on the ____ day of ______________________, 2026, and will remain posted for a period of fifteen (15) days thereafter in the Council Chambers in the locations and manner provided in the Village Charter.


_______________________________       
Carol Jackson, Clerk of Council                 




DATED: __________________________






















Exhibit A
Village of Oakwood Council 
Charges of gross misconduct, malfeasance, and nonfeasance in violation of his oath of office per Section 7.06 and ORC Chapter 102 and Section 2921.42 for removal from office for Appointed Councilmember Norman Bliss

Removal Offense I. In March 2026, Councilman Norman Bliss attended National League of Cities with travel, lodging, meals, and attendee fees paid for by the Village of Oakwood. He used this conference to promote his personal Community Development business, Community Reinvestment Advisors, LLC, as also cited in his Winter 2025/2026 “Oakwood Neighborhood Update” newsletter, as Oakwood Village Council-At-Large and appointed official of the Village using his company business cards and other business handouts in direct violation of the Ohio Ethics Law.

Removal Offense II. The Village of Oakwood Charter was established in 1951 and exists as the governing law of the Village. Councilman Norman Bliss has repeatedly suggested that Council, as the Village’s governing body, skip the Charter’s processes.

Removal Offense III. Per Charter Section 7.17 Council’s primary duties are exercising fiscal power of the municipality. Councilman Norman Bliss has missed more than half of the Finance Committee meetings since his appointment, has not provided advance notice or cause to Councilmembers, and has failed to carry out his fiscal responsibility as required by Charter Section 7.17.

Removal Offense IV. Per Charter Section 7.17 Council’s primary duties are exercising fiscal power of the municipality. Councilman Norman Bliss has missed more than half of the Finance Committee meetings dismissing his responsibility to the residents of the Village of Oakwood while proposing an immediate tax increase to residents, based on the taxes he paid as a former resident of the Shaker Heights community, without fulfilling his fiscal responsibility duties as required by Charter Section 7.17 thereby disregarding the needs of the community he currently serves.

Removal Offense V. Has exhibited gross misconduct and grave concern for a Councilmember’s safety and well-being by making unwarranted threats to influence the outcome of Council decisions.

Removal Offense VI. Has conducted malfeasance by deliberately causing harm for personal gain by misrepresenting information to the public, abusing his authority as a Council Member, and stating, as a member of the body, that Council has been derelict in their duties without presenting concerns or identifying solutions for supposed derelictions to Councilmembers. 

Removal Offense VII. As a newly appointed Councilmember, Councilman Norman Bliss has inaccurately cited conflicts of interests pertaining to the Ohio Ethics Law concerning other Councilmembers, urged attendance at trainings, and then failed to personally attend an Ohio Municipal League Newly Elected Council Training Seminar to be properly informed about Ohio Ethics Law that was paid for by the taxpayers of the Village of Oakwood. 

Removal Offense VIII. Councilman Norman Bliss has repeatedly misrepresented information to the Village of Oakwood community intentionally causing confusion and distrust without regard to his lack of historical knowledge and the laws of the Charter which has impeded the Village of Oakwood Council’s ability to perform its duties effectively. 

Removal Offense IX. Councilman Norman Bliss has repeatedly defamed Council as a whole and specific Council members despite the Village Law Director’s direct instructions not to make comments that are for or against Charter changes and providing opinions to residents, unaware of the Village’s financial instability and other Village matters that are detrimental to the success of Oakwood Village, as though they were facts despite his less than one year appointment, limited knowledge of the Village, and local government functions. 
