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RESOLUTION 2020-60

INTRODUCED BY MAYOR AND COUNCIL

A RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILY OF
CLAYTON A. CUNNINGHAM SR.

WHEREAS, Oakwood resident, Clayton A. Cunningham Sr., passed
from this life into the next on May 16, 2020 at the age of 87; and

WHEREAS, Clayton was born in Alabama on March 2, 1933 and
attended school in Vincent, Alabama from which he graduated.
Thereafter, he served in the U.S. Army from 1952 to 1954 having
received an honorable discharge; and

WHEREAS, he met Sarah (his future wife) at a team softball game. The two saw each
other from a distance for the first time, with Sarah as a team member and Clayton as a fan of the
game. From that moment, a spark was lit. Their first date took place at Sarah’s parents’ home
where Clayton spent the evening with Sarah and her family. The two were married August 19,
1957 and from the union, they had four children; Clayton Allen Jr., Gregory, Rhonda Alane and
Gary Dwayne who was affectionately known as “Sputnik”, since he was born the same day the
Sputnik, the first man-made satellite to orbit the earth, launched into space. Later he was simply
called, “Spud”. Unfortunately, Spud preceded Clayton in death; and

WHEREAS, he and Sarah relocated to Cleveland in 1959 to be near family and in 1985
moved to Oakwood Village; and

WHEREAS, Clayton completed Mechanics School after the military and retired after
many years with the Regional Transit Authority; and

WHEREAS, as a member of the Rome Baptist Church in Oakwood Village, he was
active as a Trustee; and

WHEREAS, as with most fans, this sports enthusiast expressed his approval and
disapproval with how his team was playing the game. He enjoyed baseball, basketball, and
football, having attended some of the games in person, but mostly watching from his living
room chair. He was an avid photographer and upon entering his home, one would see many
family portraits depicting his love of family and photography. He also enjoyed the sounds of
blues bands and watching old westerns. Clayton also enjoyed his wife’s culinary delights and
thoroughly relished the way she prepared and presented catfish, whether baked or fried. His last
day on this earth, Sarah created this favorite dish for him; and
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WHEREAS, this responsible, committed, husband and family man was a great provider
for his family. Although quiet, he called it the way he saw it and became outspoken when the
occasion called for it; and

WHEREAS, Clayton A. Cunningham Sr. has left a legacy with his devoted wife, Sarah,
his loving children; Clayton Jr., Gregory, and Rhonda, his beloved grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and great-great grandchildren along with many friends and family members; and

NOW THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED THAT by the Village of Oakwood,
County of Cuyahoga, and State of Ohio, that:

SECTION 1. The Village Council and Mayor wish to express their most sincere
condolences to the family of Clayton A. Cunningham Sr. and hope the fond memories of such a
fine, caring person comforts them in their loss.

SECTION 2. The Clerk is hereby authorized to present a copy of this resolution to the
family of Clayton A. Cunningham Sr.

SECTION 3. This Resolution shall be in full force and effect immediately upon its
adoption by this Council and approved by the Mayor, otherwise from and after the earliest period
allowed by law.

PASSED:

Johnnie A. Warren, President of Council

Debra L. Hladky, Clerk of Council
Presented to the
Mayor

Approved:

Mayor — Gary V Gottschalk

I, Debra L. Hladky, Clerk of Council of the Village of Oakwood, County of Cuyahoga
and State of Ohio, do hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution No. 2020-60 was duly and regularly
passed by this Council at the meeting held on the day of 2020.

Clerk of Council
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POSTING CERTIFICATE

I, Debra L. Hladky, Clerk of Council of the Village of Oakwood, County of Cuyahoga and State
of Ohio, do hereby certify that Resolution 2020-60 was duly posted onthe _ day of
2020 and will remain posted for a period of fifteen (15) days thereafter in the Council Chambers and in
not less than (5) of the most public places in the municipality as determined by the Council of the said
Village.

Clerk of Council
DATED:




