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Oakwood Village Council  
June 2010  

      

Thank you for passing Issue 37 
With the passage of Issue 37, Oakwood will continue on the 
path of growth we have experienced over the past two 
decades. The insight and wisdom of the Oakwood residents 
have shown forth. Thank you for your confidence in your 
elected and appointed officials.  

Are you receiving your 2 ½% Appraisal 
Reduction? 
Two and one-half percent tax reduction on owner occupied 

homes 

 

Qualifications 
Every property owner that resides in their own property is due a 

2.5% reduction on your property tax bill. Home-owners must 

make application for this reduction. This is often taken care of 

at the time of transfer of real estate. To receive the two and 

one-half percent (2 ½%) homestead tax reduction, you must 

own and occupy your home as your principle place of residence 

on January 1
st
 of the year you file for the reduction. A 

homeowner and spouse are entitled to this homestead tax 

reduction on one home in Ohio. Please call Real Estate 

Services 216-443-7089 for further information.  

http://auditor.cuyahogacounty.us/appraisal/2half.htm 

 

When you call to ensure you are receiving the 2 ½% appraisal 

reduction, you will need your parcel number. If you do not 

know your parcel number, you can find it on the County 

Auditorôs website at the following site: 

http://auditor.cuyahogacounty.us/repi/default.asp. Simply enter 

your property information (name and city, etc.). Your property 

information including your parcel number will come up on the 

screen. 

Tribute to Diana J. Cobb, Councilwoman 
Ward 3  
At the June 8, 2010 Council meeting,  

a plaque  was dedicated  in  honor of  

Diana  who passed  away while serv- 

ing as  Oakwoodôs  Ward 3  Council- 

woman. The plaque serves as a mem- 

orial honoring her  dedicated  service 

over  the  span  of fifteen years.  The 

dedication of her service will long 

be   remembered.   Please  stop  by 

village  hall  and  view  the  plaque displayed in Council 

Chambers. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Party In The Yard 
Summer time brings people together for outdoor events such 
as graduation parties, cookouts, and family reunions. With so 
many people getting together at our homes, sometimes it is 
difficult to find vehicle parking. Many times people will park 
on the street but please remember that Oakwood bans on-
street parking (codified section 351.03).  

However, the Village of Oakwood may give exception on a 
temporary basis. So, if you are planning a get-together at 
your residence, you may contact the police department at 
440-232-1035 to request  on-street parking for your event. 

You must give the dispatcher your name, address, time of 
your event and the length of time you are requesting the on-
street parking. Depending on your situation, the Village may 
permit parking for your event. 
 

Grants 
Administration and Council continue to apply for funding of 
projects within the Village. Recently with the help of our 
Village Engineer, Oakwood has successfully secured two 
grants.  
 

A grant was received from the Ohio Public Works 
Commission to assist in interest reimbursement for the 
Medusa Road project in the amount of $32,000 which will 
reduce the amount of interest the Village pays on the note. 

Another grant was received for the Tryon Road Culvert from 
the Ohio Public Works commission. The $32,000 grant will 
cover 44% of the $72,000 project.  The out of pocket 
expenses for the Village is $40,000.

 
 

Standing left to right: Patricia Rogers, Mildred Tabor, 

Eloise Hardin, Harry Painter 

Seated left to right:  Elaine Gaither, Johnnie Warren, 

Anthony Akins 

 

http://auditor.cuyahogacounty.us/appraisal/2half.htm
http://auditor.cuyahogacounty.us/repi/default.asp
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Barking Dogs   
 
Dog  Owners  are  not  only  en- 
couraged,  but mandated by the 
the village codified  ordinances 
to keep  their  dogs from  habit- 
ually     barking,    howling     or  
yelping.    Section   505   of   the  
village code states that when a dog is frequently and 
habitually barking, howling or yelping with such 
intensity and duration as to disturb the peace, quite and 
good order of the village, it is deemed a misdemeanor in 
the third degree and each day the disturbance occurs it 
is deemed a separate offense so please keep the peace. 
Your village thanks you! 

 
 

Open Burning 2 x 3  
With summer here, more of  
us are spending  time cook- 
ing outdoors. Please remem- 
ber   Oakwood   has  regula- 
tions  regarding  open  burn- 
ing. 

 
The  Village of Oakwood ordinances comply  ×ÉÔÈ /ÈÉÏȭÓ 
Open Burning Laws  enforced by the  Ohio   Environmental  
Protection  Agency (EPA).   Oakwood  residents  are  
permitted cooking fires only, but do not permit bonfires, 
ÂÕÒÎÉÎÇ  ȰÕÎÃÌÅÁÎȱ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌÓȟ ÌÅÁÖÅÓȟ ÒÅÆÕÓÅȟ etc.  as outlined 
in  the Ohio EPA laws. 
 
 You can only burn outdoors for a barbeque, campfire or 
ÃÏÏËÏÕÔ ÓÔÁÃËÉÎÇ ÏÎÌÙ ȰÃÌÅÁÎȱ ×ÏÏÄ ς Æt high by 3 ft wide. 
4ÈÅ /ÈÉÏ %0! ÈÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÅÎÆÏÒÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÏÐÅÎ 
burning laws invoking substantial penalties for violators. To 
ÆÉÎÄ ÏÕÔ ÍÏÒÅȟ ÇÏ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ /ÈÉÏ %0! ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÁÄ Ȱ"ÅÆÏÒÅ 
You Light Itȣȱ by following this link :  
http://epa.ohio.gov/portals/47/facts/openburn.pdf 

+ÎÏ× 7ÈÁÔȭÓ "ÅÌÏ× 
 
Every day, Americans use nearly 62 million cubic feet of 
natural gas ɀ safely transported to homes and businesses 
ÖÉÁ ÁÎ ȰÅÎÅÒÇÙ ÈÉÇÈ×ÁÙȢȱ 4ÈÉÓ ÅÌÁÂÏÒÁÔÅ Ðipeline system is 
buried underground not only for safety reasons, but also to 
protect it from the weather to ensure uninterrupted reliable 
service. 
 
Natural gas companies work hard to keep this system safe 
for everyone but the greatest obstacle is third party 
damage. Excavation damage is the leading cause of 
significant pipeline incidents causing injuries and death. 
Even minor contact with a pipeline, such as a small dent, 
chip or scratch, can cause major damage down the road if 
not professionally inspected and/or repaired as needed. 
This is the most preventable safety threat. 
 
By law, individuals must contact the Ohio Utilities 
Protection Service (O.U.P.S..) by dialing 811 or 1-800-362-
2764 at least two working days prior to any digging, 
ditching, drilling, leveling or plowing activity. Represent-
atives of the gas company will then visit the site and locate 
pipelines in the work area with highly visible yellow paint 
and/or yellow flag markers, free of charge. Please keep this 
information in mind prior to making improvements to your 
property  including any digging. 
 
Everyone should know the signs of a natural gas leak: 

 SMELL ɀ An odor similar to sulfur or rotten eggs 
 SEE ɀ You may see blowing dirt, bubbling water or 

an unusual area of dead vegetation 

 HEAR ɀ You can hear hissing near the leaking 
pipeline. 

 
If you notice any of these signs, do not try to stop the 
leak yourself or use anything that may create a spark, 
such as smoking or cell phone. Leave the area 
immediately and call your local natural gas company and 
dial 911 for emergency response. 
 
For more information on digging practices visit 
www.ohiogasassoc.org or www.call811.com  

 

Fireworks  
Independence Day is fast 
approaching and for the safety of 
its residents, the Village Council 
would like to remind you that the 
State Fire Marshall only permits 
ÔÈÅ  ÕÓÅ  ÏÆ  ȰÔÒÉÃË ÁÎÄ ÎÏÖÅÌÔÙȱ ÆÉÒÅ- 

          works which smoke, pop and/or sparkle.  According  to 
          the  ORC  section 3743.65,  fire crackers,  bottle rockets,   
          etc  are illegal. So please be safe as you celebrate the 4th! 
 

            
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Address the Situation   
 

In    the     event     of    an  
emergency situation, it is  
important  for  the  police  
and   fire    personnel    to  
be   able   to   locate   your  
house in a timely manner.  
When your house number  

is not clearly marked on your mailbox and/or on your 
house, it takes extra precious minutes for them to get 
to you. So please display clearly your address. It might 
just save your life or the life of a loved one living with 
you. 

 

 

 

http://www.ohiogasassoc.org/
http://www.call811.com/
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Internet Tips: Safeguard Your 
Reputation While Socially Networking  
Many of us network with family and friends, even 
colleagues from high school and college. These social 
networks can be very enjoyable but to ensure your safety, 
the FBI has put together some guidelines.  
 
Ɇ.ÅÖÅÒ 3ÈÁÒÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÁÓÓ×ÏÒÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎÙÏÎÅ. 
Ɇ!ÄÊÕÓÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÒÉÖÁÃÙ ÓÅÔÔÉÎÇÓ ÔÏ ÍÁÔÃÈ ÙÏÕÒ ÌÅÖÅÌ ÏÆ ÃÏÍÆÏÒÔ 
  and review them often. 
Ɇ"Å cautious  about  posting  and  sharing  personal inform-   
  ation ɀ especially  information    that   could   be   used   to  
  identify you or locate you offline, such as your address and  
  telephone number 
ɆReport  users  and  content  that  violate  the Statement of  
  Rights and Responsibilities of your carrier. 
Ɇ"ÌÏÃË  and  report  anyone  that  sends  you  unwanted  or  
  inappropriate communications. 
Ɇ0ÅÏÐÌÅ   are  not  always  who  they  say  they  are,  so  use  
  caution when accepting or sending friend requests. 
Ɇ)Ô ÉÓ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÒÉÓËÙ ÍÅeting anyone in person whom you 
  ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÒÅÁÌ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓȢ  
 

Be Careful What You  
Post  
Employers     will      often  
check      FaceBook®     or  
MySpace®    accounts  of  
prospective hires so think 
before you post. 
Ɇ,ÏÏË  at  your  profile. Is 
 there anything inapprop- 
 riate or illegal? 
 

Ɇ#ÈÅÃË ÙÏÕÒ ÐÒÉÖÁÃÙ ÓÅÔÔÉÎÇÓȢ "Å ÉÎ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌ ÏÆ ×ÈÏ ÓÅÅÓ ÙÏÕÒ  
  information.  
Ɇ2ÅÖÉÅ× ÙÏÕÒ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÌÉÓÔȢ 2ÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ  
  with access to everything you post. 
 
Teach Kids Not To Share 
Keeping personal information private is especially crucial 
ÆÏÒ ÔÅÅÎÓȢ 0ÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÒÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅÓ ÓÃÁÔÔÅÒÅÄ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ Á ÔÅÅÎÁÇÅÒȭÓ 
FaceBook® or MySpace® page could help a predator lure 
the youngster into a face-to-face meeting. 
 
If your child uses a computer at home, keep it in the open. 
You may also want to install a monitoring  and filtering tool. 
You decide the level of autonomy you want to offer your 
child online. 
 
Monitor    your  ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ  usage (in- 
cluding      your     ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ     email  
messages). Use the FaceBook® or MySpace®  privacy 
features    to    block     friendship  
requests    from    strangers    and  
exclude      those      who      ÁÒÅÎȭÔ  

friends from viewing his/her profile.  
 
Some excellent tools: Ȱ$ÏÎȭÔ "ÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÔÈÅ 4ÙÐÅȱ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ created 
by the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children has 
tips and information about avoiding online predators. The 
&") ÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎȟ Ȱ! 0ÁÒÅÎÔȭÓ 'ÕÉÄÅ ÔÏ )ÎÔÅÒÎÅÔ 3ÁÆÅÔÙȱ is based 
on information received from actual child victims & predator 
sting operations at www.fbi.gov/publications/pguide . Surf 
and communicate safely in our age of technology!  

7ÈÏ $Ï 9ÏÕ #ÁÌÌȣ 
If  your lights go out, who do you call? First Energy at 1-888-
LIGHTSS (1-888-544-4877) Please do not call the police 
department or 911. Thank you!     

3Ïȟ 7ÈÁÔȭÓ "ÕÇÇÉÎÇ 9ÏÕȩ 
This time of year we traditionally see more insects invading 
our territory. Here are a few suggestions in eradicating those 
buggy nuisances:  
Ɇ!Òm yourself with a caulk gun and seal around windows,  
  cracks and crannies. 
Ɇ5ÓÅ ×ÅÁÔÈÅÒ-strip around doors and windows. 
Ɇ%ÌÉÍÉÎÁÔÅ ÄÁÍÐ ÁÒÅÁÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÔÔÒÁÃÔ ÉÎÓÅÃÔÓ ÂÙ ÒÅÐÁÉÒÉÎÇ  
  rotted wood. 
Ɇ%ÎÓÕÒÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÉÎ ÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÎÄ. 
Ɇ(ÉÒÅ Á ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÉÎÓÐÅÃÔÏÒ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÓÅÅ ÔÅÒÍÉÔÅÓȢ 
Ɇ4ÒÙ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÃ ÒÅÍÅÄÉÅÓ ÁÓ Á ÆÉÒÓÔ ÄÅÆÅÎÓÅȢ 
Ɇ)Æ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ×ÏÒËȟ ÙÏÕ ÍÁÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÓÏÒÔ ÔÏ ÍÏÒÅ 
powerful and longer lasting remedies such as chemical 

pesticides but beware they can be  harmful to humans, 

especially children as well as pets. Check out the following 
site. http://www.wiki.answers.com  
 

Want to keep the mosquitoes down in 
your yard? 
Try  a simple concoction of  
lemon ammonia and lemon  
dish  soap.  Use  one  cup  of 
each   in   a   20   gallon  end  
hose   sprayer.   Fill   the   re- 
mainder   of   the  container  
with water and spray your grassy areas at will . (Suggested by 
a local resident) 
 

Choosing your Supplier 
The Village of Oakwood is part of an energy aggregation 
program with NOPEC-First Energy Solutions Corp. If you 
have not opted out, you are automatically part of the cost 
saving program. If you have any questions please  contact 
NOPEC-First Energy Solutions Corp at 1-800-254-9227. 
 
If you have questions about choosing an electric supplier you 
may contact the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio  (PUCO)  
at 1-800-686-7826 or visit www.PUCO.ohio.gov.  

 

 

 

http://www.fbi.gov/publications/pguide
http://www.wiki.answers.com/
http://www.puco.ohio.gov/
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Do Your Part To Protect Clean Water In 
TinËÅÒȭÓ #ÒÅÅËȡ 0ÌÁÎÔ Á 2ÁÉÎ 'ÁÒÄÅÎȦ 

 
 
Every time it rains, water runs off your roof, driveway, even 
your lawn, to make its way to the sewer at the street and 
ÅÖÅÎÔÕÁÌÌÙ ÔÏ 4ÉÎËÅÒȭÓ #ÒÅÅËȢ !ÌÏÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙȟ ÉÔ ÐÉÃËÓ ÕÐ 
fertilizer, pesticides, dirt, oil, pet waste and lots of other 
sources of pollution that hurt water quality and aquatic life 
in the creek. And too much water, too fast, can overwhelm 
the storm sewers and result in sewage pollution, flooding 
and erosion, all of which cost a bunch of money to fix. So 
what can we do? 
 
Plant a rain garden! Rain gardens are beautiful spaces filled 
with flowers and grasses that capture rainwater, slow it 
down and let it soak into the ground while enhancing your 
landscape. They are easy to make, last for years, and can 
attract butterflies and birds. By reducing the amount of 
water that is shed from your property, you are helping to 
ÒÅÄÕÃÅ ÐÏÌÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ 4ÉÎËÅÒȭÓ #ÒÅÅËȟ ÃÏÎÓÅÒÖÅ ×ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅ 
habitat, and save tax dollars from being used to fix flood 
damage. In fact, you may even be eligible to get a credit 
against storm water fees for reducing your storm water 
runoff. 

Want   to  see  one completed?  In  
2007,     dozens    of      volunteers  
installed   a   900  square foot rain  
garden at  the  Twinsburg  Waste- 
water Treatment   Plant as part of 
the    4ÉÎËÅÒȭÓ    Creek   Watershed  
Festival.    In   2009,   the  4ÉÎËÅÒȭÓ  
Creek   Watershed   partners   and  
volunteers    installed    a   demon- 
stration rain garden at the Barlow  
Community   Center   Building   in 

Hudson. The organization is also offering grants this year to 
install additional demonstration rain gardens on public 
ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ 4ÉÎËÅÒȭÓ #ÒÅÅË ×ÁÔÅÒÓÈÅÄȢ 'ÒÁÎÔ 
applications and additional information, including the 

excellent Ȱ2ÁÉÎ 'ÁÒÄÅÎ -ÁÎÕÁÌ ÆÏÒ (ÏÍÅÏ×ÎÅÒÓȱ, written by 
local experts can be found on the TCWP website at 
www.tinkerscreekwatershed.org.  
 
7ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ×Å ÃÁÎ ËÅÅÐ ÏÕÒ 4ÉÎËÅÒȭÓ #ÒÅÅË ÈÅÁÌÔÈÙ 
ÁÎÄ ÃÌÅÁÎȢ )ÔȭÓ Á ÓÍÁÌÌ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÙÉÅÌÄ ÔÒÅÍÅÎÄÏÕÓ 
benefits for our families and future generations ɀ start 
planting! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Your Council At Work  

Since the last Council  
newsletter.  

 
2010-01 Appointing Anthony Akins 

to fill                       the Ward 3 position. 
2010-02 Walton Hills Fire & Rescue services contract 
2010-05 Income Tax Increased to 2.5% 
2010-06 Income Tax Credit Increased to 2.5% 
2010-15 Road Salt Purchase from ODOT 
2010-17 FOP Agreement 
2010-19 Storm Water Management 
2010-20 Feasibility of a Youth Council 
2010-21 Establishing a Youth Council Committee 
2010-22 Road Repair Program for 2010 
2010-23 Adopting the Alternate Format Tax Budget for the  
                  year 2011 
 

If you wish to view any ordinances in their entirety or to 
view all ordinances as passed by council, please contact the 
Council Clerk, Debra Hladky, at 440-201-1020 or to request 
an electronic copy send her an email at the following email 
address: dhladky@oakwoodvillageoh.com  

One Simple Trick = Savings  
Phantom Energy: When your small electric  

appliances are plugged into an electric out- 

let,  they  use  phantom  energy  even when  

they are not in use. To eliminate phantom energy and save on 

your electric bill, simply plug all your free standing lights, small 

non-essential appliances, window air conditioners, etc. into 

surge protectors.. When not in use, switch the surge protector to 

the off position stopping the flow of phantom energy. Try it and 

see how much you save!   However, keep your major 

appliances plugged in, especially refrigerators and freezers to 

keep food at the correct temperature. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tinkerscreekwatershed.org/
mailto:dhladky@oakwoodvillageoh.com



